
*Dining & Caring Center

The Asbury Dining & Caring Center is a major outreach ministry of Asbury First United Methodist Church. Located on the
lower floor of 1010 East Avenue, the Center provides meals and other services for the homeless and hungry in the
Rochester community with generosity and compassion.  

When the Center started in 1993, soup and sandwiches were served to eight guests the first day; a total of 1,535 meals
were served that first year. Today, the Dining & Caring Center serves four breakfasts, one lunch, and a Sunday dinner
each week. Currently, we serve more than 24,000 meals each year. 

We've evolved in other ways, too. The Dining & Caring Center supports a bicycle ministry program that supplies free
refurbished bikes to our guests. It also provides free laundry facilities, showers and haircuts, and much, much more!

All of this happens through the work of more than 250 volunteers with the support of some paid staff. If you would like to:																	
 - prepare or serve meals									
 - volunteer in one of our ministry programs, or									
 - make a donation

Please don't hesitate to contact Michele Cooley at mcooley@asburyfirst.org or call 271-0692.

 

 

     																																																																																																						Stock-a-Shelf 																																																																																																							each week
																											 
																											for the
																											Asbury Dining & Caring Center
																											 
																											Items to contribute: 																																																																																																							 Deodorant 
																											Toothpaste (6 oz. size) 
																											Instant coffee creamer 
																											Bandaids 
																											Dishcloths   																											 Shaving cream 
																											Sugar 
																											Coffee (regular only) 
																											Notepads 
																											Pot scrubbers   																											 Toothbrushes 
																											Brown sugar 
																											Coffee stirrers 
																											Pens or pencils 
																											Soap  																																																																																																							  
																											Please drop items in Stock-a-Shelf baskets located in each Asbury building. 
																											Many thanks for your kindness to our neighbors!! 																																											   

 																																																																																																						Asbury First Dining Center Hours																																																																																																							  																											Breakfast 																											Lunch 																																																																																																							Monday 																											  																											  																																																																																																							Tuesday+ 																											8:00a 																											  																																																																																																							Wednesday 																											8:00a 																											11:30a 																																																																																																							Thursday+
																											8:00a 																											  																																																																																																							Friday 																											8:00a 																											  																																																																																																							Saturday* 																											  																											  																																																																																																							Sunday 																											  																											12:30p																																											

*Center is open on Saturday from 8:30-11:30 a.m. for laundry, toiletries, and listening ministry.

+Center is open until 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday, with light refreshments available at lunch time.

 THANKSGIVING 2009

This year, the Dining & Caring Center hosted its first Thanksgiving Dinner!  With more than 65 volunteers and 120+
guests, it was a huge success, filled with good food, good conversation, and camaraderie between all who were there,
both guests and servers alike. Here are some of our favorite images from the day (all photos by Megan Phaneuf):
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